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ﬁ%-_t_m [Ceography], ) ) Nikolay Michev
Yol VI, No 6, June 1956,
Sofia, Pages 4 - 8

Turnovo, the old capitsal city, is located in the northernmost
folds of the foot hills of the Balkan mountains, on both sides of

the meandering Yantrs River.

With its historical monuments and remarkable surroundings,
and above all with its charsming uphithictrtul location, the olity
has for a long time been the center of attention of numerocus Bulga-

yian and foreign travelers, scientists, and lovers of natural besauties.

The Turnovo site 1is 'ou.rt'huy beautiful, With a £irst view
of tho cliy. the newvcomer is astounded by the grandiose picture which
rpreads before him. The houu; of the city are porchod one over the
other mlong tho steep slopes of the hills which inoline toward the
river. Behind the h,uses, like utiucin'l.docon.uon-. steep rocks
raise their heads t ward ths sky, and down boloy. one hears the quiet
mursuring of the Yentra River. - Its silvery waters ‘r.ctloct.. ri‘pplod
by ¢*ae waves, the <"virons of the city. The view becomes aven sore
glorious when the ~ .y is seen after sunset froa the Zhelesen (Stam-
bolov) Bridge. It 13 not without reason that a Bulgarian audor in-
sistently recommends: '"Step, foreigner, on the Stambolov Bridge above
the Yantra, with your eyes turned toward the city. This view will
last you a lifetime. The houses, clustered one above the other, wink
i1 the dust with their electric eyes, and look at their reflection in
the waters of the river which twists betwesn perpendicular rocky
bsnks."” The view is no less beautiful when the visitor olimbs to

the old osnter of the oity -~ the Baghdarluka =-- and looks east.
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Uefore him s \hs forsarousd in TroezAtwa, bodied is Tasrevets, and
on the horisen itself above the perpendicular. rocks, Arbanasi village.
The viev froa uu- poiat 1is particularly bmautiful when fog gon- u:
over the Yaatrs River, and above the fog, like individual islands,

11t by the first rays of the sun, the Tsarevets and Trapssitsa Hills

appoar,

The city iteelf is located in the heart of the ‘l'\";rnovollountun-.
shere their mass has been deeply cut into by the Yantra River. For -
nny thousands of years the river dug itself in,eating up tht liio- ,
stone lmr. of the mountain, until it formed the prount chu'l:u:g
and bonutunl sculptural panorams in the midst of shich the city
is located. The river itself eiters the Turnove lountnin- through
the beautiful Usteto Pass. After running for nearly 32 hours and
tvisting like a gigantic snake between the Sveta Gora, Turon'tl.l
Momina Krepost, and Trapesitsa Hills, it opens ocut in the even more
beautiful, gr«no‘ry 6-km Dorvendto Pass. Oun all -uu‘.‘ Turnovo is o
surrounded by limestone hills and small plateaus, which in most

cases at the city in perpendicular roocky cliffs.

The western hill slopes down from Orlov Vrukh Peak, The centiral
and most beautiful part of Turnovo is located in its southern exposure.
To the north, the hill descends steeply toward the Ynntr‘n River, in
sone places almost perpendicular. To the south it slopes off and forms a
n;n plateau known as Marnc Pole. There part of the city located is the
newest, To the east, the hill ends in a long and narrow, rocky strip,
which, like a bridge, links the city with Tsarevets Hill, Tsarevets
is a hill of aversge height. On all sides it is bounded by steep, in
places perpendicular, rocky slopes. During ?%%s Middle Ages, Tsaruvets
was surrounded by thiok bastion walls with towers, loopholes and gates,

and was a fortress difficult to take.
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On the southeast a second un amm' toward the Yantra River.
The hill touches thu river's waters on the north, wst, ang mnﬁlt.
The morthern part of the hill is known by the name Sveta Gora. n&zor;
the libuum. according to the dcmmtionl of trnnuor-. lv-tn
Gors was coversd by a thick forest, "where the l.u-u sang in heavy
-nu whil> trom the city came tho -'odioua con;n and lmghtor of
the Turkiash maidens on their way to enjoy thc tr-:hmu of the torcst.

lo'. .the Turkish sector is located on the north-utom -lopo of Bveta

Gora.

~ A third hill slopes down toward the river from tho north. It
begins at the Garvanov Kamuk Height, and ends in the south with the
trapese~like l‘\t;ht pamed Trapesitsa. In the east, south, and west,
Trapesitsa inclines toward the Yantra River in lt“p‘llop'i. while |
in the morth it is connected with the hill itsel? by a small saddle.
Like Tsarevets, because of its natural defenses, it tyo wus tm

7

into a fortress during the Middle Ages.

| In many places the Yantra River has formed small river terrsces,
on which are looated living, industrial, and other broniu-. Aﬁovo
them, immediately beside the Usteto Pass, are loocated thc Veliko
'turnov# railroad station, the "Yasil Kolarov," "Vasil Levski," and
“Balkan” industrial enterprises, and a ocertain number of living pre-
uuu.. The seqtor Prenkkhisar is located soutbeaat of Tsarevets Hill,
and in the :worth is the "Vasil Marrikov" State Industrial Enterprise. ;
The Aunovi Makiimlas sector is located betwesn 'rlmvct-'uu Trapesitss,
and to the noxthwest of Trapesitsa are the Trapszitsa rulroul utnnon,
the meat center, and the “"Deveti Septemvri” Dip (mrmvmo uuiutri-

yalno predpriyatie, State Industrial Enterpriss).

- ’ -
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m origin of 'mmvo is 'lout m m distant mt, M a -
ntuount. the atty existed s nrly as Roasn tnu. mttu u
: knovn n‘u'lin( ltl lonlap-nt until the looonl half of the tultth
untur;. The clty becans vuoly_knm only after nu. mou At m '
chosen by Asen and Peter as capital of the Buigsarian state, ¥From
this year until the fall of Bulgaria to Turkish enslavement, the
story of Turnovo is closely linkod with the history of the whole
country. In a short time the city became the most iiortmt poli-
ticsl, cultural, economic, and spiritual center of the country‘.
Kingis palsoes, churches, and other state establishments quaekly
appeared on Tsarevets Hill. 8Still today, dating from the opoch
the foundations of the fortification walls, the louthoutornvnr toui-
known as the Baldwin Tower, built during the thirteenth century and
restored batween 1930~1931, the remnants of the thirteenth century
feudal castle, the foundations of the patriarchal church, the belfry,
also dating from the thirteenth oentury, and others remain., Trape-
a!tsa wus inhadited by the Bulgarian feudal aristocracy -- lords and
high clergy. Tae foundations of 17 family churches and remnants of
houses of the lords around them have been discovered here to date.

The foundations of the old fortification wall have remained in places,

The largest part of the population of the city then lived in
the Apen Yortress. There, in 1186, the Asen brothers and Peter pro-
claimed Bulgarian independence. In the Asen Fortreq numerous historical
nontments dating from that epoch are to be mseen. The foundations of
the "Pveti Dimitur Solunski" church, bullt there by the Asen dynasty
several months before the rebellion was proclaimed, the "Sveti Creti-
rideset Muchenitsi” church, built in 1230 by Ivan Asen II in honor of
Ais viotory at Klokotnitasa, and restored after Bulgarian liberation

from the Turkish yoke, the "Sveti Apostol Petur i Pavel” churab,

-‘-
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_built during the second half of the thirteeath century, ﬂu"bath of
King Shishman, and other objects have bsen preserved. Frekkhisar

was inhsbited by zoroui: mercharts from Dubrovnik, Venioce, and other
Plsces. They nnppuod the aristocracy with fabrics, dacorative objects,
oxbonnw household utensils, and other exotic produos, Atr the end of
the Second Bulgsrian State, the widely known Bulgarisn clergymen
Teodosty Turnoveki, Grigoriy Tsamblak, and Patrisrch Evtiniy lived

and worked in Turnovo and in the nearby monasteries.

In 1393 Turnovo was taken by the Turks, plundered, and burned.
The palaces, churches,and walls of Tsaverets and mﬁou:-’. wore
destroyed to the core. Trapesitss was soon covered with weeds and
bushes, and on the ruins of Tsareveis a whole sector pf Turkish
houses grew up, many of whioch were built on the foundations of the

old Bulgarian palaces und churches.

During the time of the enslavement under the Turks, the glory
o? Turnovo waned, but did not du.. During the second half of the
p.riod of i;ynnay. the city began to rise as fho“-oeovnonic and oom-
mercial center of North Bulgaria. Principaily the fur, leather,
shoe, bovint, and saddlex's crnttaf%‘ourhhod here. The Turnovo
craftamen's products were sold all over the entire Ottoman Empire,
During the sixteenth century, Dubrovnik merchants settled once again
in Turnovo, Their arrival contributed greatly to the dovolopnnt of
trade. Long caravans began leaving the oity, loaded with raw hides,
woql, honey, silk, snd other agricultural products, going to Dubrov-
nik, Brashov (now Stalin), Odesss,and sven to Vienna and Moscow, '
Large herds of cattle and livestock produce were sent to 1stanbul
and Adrianopole, and large quantitios of grain and raw hides were

sent to Svishtov and Varns (now Stalin). Bsocause of this gommarce,
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a h.rn m-bor of inns and stoul weore built in ‘hu'novo. .cln ut

ﬁ'_'uhich hnvn boon ptooorvod until ‘toe pr-nont day.. fhe best kno-n :-ong
:thc- 15 th. inn of lhu.sui likoxz. buxlt by tao fancus Bul;nrie_ mazon
;Iblyu riehoto in 1863, Today the visitor is .ttll -truek by tho bo:u-
ititul nnd, for its period, complicated lrchitoeturo ot thn 1nn Tho
first 1nlultri|1 ontﬁrpri.ol appesred in Turnovo at the end ot the
~ Turkish enslaverment. A factory br drawing silk was opened in. 1861,
Soon ;ﬁirpltfor & second fastory for drawving silk and a beer ilctory‘

were opened.

‘On June 24, 1877, the brotherly Russian Amo- gave Turnovo
its liberty. In indascribable joy, the entire Turnovo population
turned out to welcome its liboratorl.. The soldiers nn‘ otltofylr
'Iiru'hiapoa with gifts and thanks. As a sign of 1tl'do§p gratitude,
T:ho'rurnovo public named the street, along which the Russian nf.iol

passed, after the famous Russian general, Gurko.

On the eve of the liberation, 26,000 pecple were ;1v1n¢»in
Turnovo. The msjority were Turks. During the war of liberation, the-
ent/re Turkish population left the city along with the retreating.

| Turkish armies. After the war, only a small part of thesc returned.

After the liberation, Turnovo was ciioson as capital of the
young Bulgarisn state. A constituent assembly which adopted the
Turnovo constitution and held the First Grand Mational An.oaﬁly was
convened on the premises of the present Pecple's Boviet (tho former
Turkish policy building), which was built by Kolyu Picheto. A little
later tho foundations of the organised socialist movement of Bulgaria
were laid in Turnovoe. In 1890, the founder of the socialist movoment
in Bulgaria, Dimitur Blagoev, together with his wife Vels Blagoev,

of Turnovo, settled in that city. BSoon a.ter this arrival, he orgenised

-s-

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/10 : CIA-RDP81-00280R001300160023-7



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 201 1/06/10
CIA-RDP81-00280R001300160023-7 April day in 1891, the 2irat mxu-

izt meeting in Bulgaria wag held in the vineyard o: Ilkola anrovnkt.

- and was attended by sone 10 dalognt-s. xt_-adarprqpnration for the
2irst constituent congress of the pnrty (BRS0P -- hulslriki r:ﬁotni-
cheska sotsiyal-demokraticheska partiya, Bulzntian !brk-ra locinl
nnlocratlc Phr‘y), whigh, as is kno';.';. held on 3usludah§ Peak
during July of the same year. The ﬁhl.nriun aoolal;lé prass also
originated in Turnovo. The book "Shto e Sotsiyaliss 1 111’1; pochva -
toy u nas” (What is Socimlism, and Does it have Grohn4l.in Our‘
'Conntry?) was printad there in 1891. The following year, the .first
issue of the newspaper "Rabotnik” (Worker) was printod. !ho'builﬁing .
in Ihich the printing shop was located has been prouorvod. nnd -nde
into & museum corner for the newspaper "Rabotnik."” In 1894, the

Third Party Congress was held in Turnovo. and in 1902. tho Ninth

COngrcls.

Economically, Turnovo developed very slowly bqtlicn 11b‘ratiou
and the establishment of the pecple's regime. Only i fow u-nll indug-
trial enterprises appeared in the city, such as toxtilo. lc-thor. hnd“.
tood ooncornlx Tho bourgeois govornments dnvotod vory littlo attontion
to the cultural developmsent and Planning of the city. As a result of
all this, the population of the city increased but alo';y. At the time

. of the first official census of Bulgaria, carried out in 1880, Turnove

had 11,341 inhabitants, and at the time of the Bost recent, in 1948,

16,183,

Aftor the ostablighment of the people's rdgipo. Turnovo began
to grow and improve apeedily. Some of the existing industrial enter-
prises marged, othors oxpnhdod. The nuuber of workers pnanjod in thex

increased as well. Now Turnovo has industrial enterprises for the

-1-
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‘pm e e ....u.--n m'n p.nantu, hlts. ‘rota, eotton ymn

;v“ la.u- .:s. turnitun. stu-ch. hnr. e i‘or the pmcuins of -ut

| and raw hm xtu. boautltul. public and privatl tmndmg- mpomd
>2.n th' city. A naw pon. offios, a n.r uhnry ulidontm blos.'w,
and othor pﬁuuu were built, tho external appoarmoo of ‘hich hu
hoen‘ influenced by the rich architectural h.rtf.ago ot. the old clty,
The gx'-.ep areas within tho city linits wore increased, and n;w pubixc

parks and_sport grounds were built.

‘Turnovo is well placed from the.point of vuw of trmportauon.
Throush it runs the Transbalkan rulro-d. which has 3 -tntim nthin
the ¢ty limits: Veliko Turmovo, ard ‘l‘npoutn. In ordor to unch
one station from the other by train, one must pass throuch 8 tunnels
dug under the city itself. B8ix highuvays issue from the oity, lmu\;
" it with all nearby cities and villages. The most important of these
is the huhm coming tm lun. rumnn( through 'rurno\m, and 1.“1!:‘
nnthun Bulgaria through the Pu- of the lopubuo (lhainbtql) '

"'rnruovp is an okru( and okonyn osnter. It m‘.'n.l'do'.an Mtdﬁt'
cultural and educational center. The city has a large museum, a well
organized library, s national theater, 2 general educational high
schools, 2 normal schools, 3 technical -&hull. a pioheers’ palace,

eto,

Along with the sconomis, cultural, anc aduinistrative deveolop-
ment of the city, its population ;ro". By the end of 1983, Turnovp

nad over 30,000 inhabitants,

Apart from the sights of the coity, visitors can enjoy also its
immediate surroundings. The historical Preobrashenski Monastery ias

perchs? it the foos of perpendicular rocks about 8 km north of the oity

- 8 -k
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in the huntttm bmmto Pass, ud on tho right bankfot the rtnr. }

Just opmtto, u tho lnta rroitu lonuury. m a h!.;h plnt-m to
the' north-ut o! the gity, about 3 kn away from 'mrnovp. is Arbanasi

village, remarkable for its historical past and architectural design.

'l‘a.km into consideration the grandiose hictori'c'u put of
'rurnovo. the hintoﬂcnl and architectural monumeats comctad nth
it, lnd the city's or:l.ginal locution. on meolb.r 37, 1955, th.
counc-.tl of Ministers issued a decree shereby part ot Turnovo is de~ .
olared an historical preserve. The decree aims at the eon'nrntton'
and restoration ot the moiont part ot the city, duch. boenun ot

ite ptcturo-qm and u-tutic architectural form, has been the um:l

of visitors.

In the immediate future, the guneral city plan for Turnovo
will be prepared.and approved. The city will be supplied with good
mountain water. Near the "Velchova Zavers” square a large model
botel will be built, whose G or 7 floors with terraces, roofs, arches,

) and othor u-chitocturn chu-lctorut:l.cl. nll patumd dtcr ‘the ‘
irchitectural heritage . of ‘the city and blomling -m: the pmomio

view, will face toward .the Ylntrn River.

After a few years hnv_q passed, Turnovo, boanutulAu it is,

*:i1l1 have becoms sven more bsautiful and nitnctin. Yery will ,‘

+» tanned, and abounding in rich greenory, uti its nationsl theater, |
Painting gallery, museums, and othar institutions, the oity will be-
coms cnﬁ more picturvsque. Sveta Gora will again ln oowrod. by rich
forest vegetation. It will have a spacious park, from which joyful
young io.lco_n and songs will float toward the city again, and Yantra,
with its high waters and beagches, and with thousands of poplars and

1ilgc trees lining the banks, will reflect the untorgettable surroundings

beauties in its silvery waters.
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(Page 4 of original)
Turnovo is picturssquely located by the Yaatra River

[Page 4 of original)

Turnovo =- the railroad tunnel under the city
(Page 5 of originsl)

Zxetch of Turnovo city and its surroundings
[Page 8 of original]

The Khadshi Nikoli Inn in Turnovo, built in 1853
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